Facilitation of sexual behaviors in the male rat in the presence of stimuli previously paired with systemic injections of morphine.
Male rats were tested for sexual behaviors in an environment previously associated with injections of morphine. Both gonadally intact and castrated males displayed more frequent female-directed behavior, such as pursuit of the female, anogenital exploration, and partial mounts, and gonadally intact animals had shorter latencies to initiate copulation when tested for sexual behaviors in the environment previously associated with morphine. These results suggest that a conditioned state induced by stimuli previously paired with the positive incentive effects of an opiate drug can facilitate or modulate behaviors under the control of other primary positive incentives.